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History of Ryukyu Kasuri

With roots in India, splashed patterns spread throughout
the whole of Southeast Asia to land in Okinawa between
the 14th and 15th Centuries, at the time of the Great Age
of Trade of the Ryukyu Kingdom. From there, while be-
ing influenced by China, Japan and Southeast Asia, and
matching the Ryukyu Islands' climate and natural fea-
tures, unique splash pattern textiles were produced
throughout Okinawa. These patterns once again crossed
the sea to become the roots of Japan's splashed patterns
such as in Satsuma Kasuri, Kurome Kasuri, Yonezawa-
Ryukyu Kasuri and Iyo Kasuri.
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Characteristics and techniques
of Ryukyu Kasuri

The major characteristic of Ryukyu Kasuri is
the approximately 600 types of multi-colored
patterns. Geometric pattern designs reflecting
fresh and cool feelings have been transmitted
since the Ryukyu Royal Administration period
according to a "Miezu-cho" - a design book, ar-
tisans incorporating contemporary senses to cre-
ate originals fabrics.

With those designs as backbone, before dyeing
the whole threads, each design part is hand tied
one-by-one at calculated intervals on threads
that are little by little tied up in bundles. This
method requires a great deal of time, yet allows
for the creation of unique Kasuri designs.

The fabric, woven by throwing weft threads in
between warp threads, is made by utilizing an
old technique, enabling one to at best meticu-
lously weave approximately 2 meters of fabric
per day.
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The Preserved Traditional Arts of Haebaru Towr@ |

mIRT »
S

smeons [ RS A |

BLLT1B0FFRD KBS LURICIET+H
BN IOPTRESN. HEDLEL
SNIEHEDREEDS>EDUEDTY,
Miyagusuku Village Traditional Comedy:
Jinkayaa (The Money Borrower)
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Meekataboo Traditional Dance Routine :" 1
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Miyahira Vfllage “Women's Dance” : Kashikaki (Thread Winding)
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Lion Dance
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Kanegusuku Village “Young Men's Dance” : Agichikuten
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Haebaru Town has a rich tradition
and cultural history that is still
alive today.

Haebaru Town has high historical value with tangi-
ble cultural properties that are irreplaceable, his-
toric sites, and many natural monuments pre-
served. The town is working on preserving these
treasures to promote Haebaru as a municipality of
high cultural sense.
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Oona Village Hiijagaa and Commemoration Stone
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Uhei Bridge Commemoration Stone

Stone Lion
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The Mabuni Grave

= m 18 H (=)

HEHE [PKGEGH] DERIHFAF T ALLISIE T LERX T HEPEESR . FHAGE
T2 DO H RS HIERINICMEDS VLT
Usukugaa

75 JR\ S5 S 7] &5 A B 0D

7 7 ¥ B

1611, MBI, B ERZHE.
BERERYEMSTORICEREShEL
B BRBHICERISR>TIADT VX
PFEOTVET,

Fukugi Grove at the Haebaru District
Royal Goverment Office Ruins
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Haebaru Underground Army Hospital Caves
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Syuu Miyagusuku Bridge Commemoration Stone
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Nakamoogwaa Gajumaru Grove
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e Battle of Okinawa.
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Haebaru within the Battle of Okinawa

Since prior to World War II, Haebaru was the traffic pivot linking Shuri, Naha and
the Shimajiri districts. This explains that it was regarded as an important location
in military terms, and was built as the backbone of the front line. There were spe-
cifically located weapons and food supplies units as well as transportation units.
Haebaru was also site of a military hospital, in charge of treating injured soldiers.
In particular, the 32nd Army Accounting Section in Takatsukazan was an impor-
tant section that cooperated with the 32nd Army headquarters based in the under-
grounds of Shuri Castle. With many background units being stationed all around
the Haebaru region, locals were forced to help with trench digging, food supply-
ing, ammunition carrying and other kitchen work, explaining that many local resi-
dents were dragged into battles.

With the Shuri headquarters falling by the end of May 1945, Japanese front line
troops evacuated to Haebaru, which brought air, sea and land offensives to con-
centrate on the region. Furthermore, many Okinawans and soldiers running south
for refuge passed through Haebaru's crossroads and bridges. As a vital traffic
point, Haebaru and its people were important victims of the war.

Publications on WWII and Haebaru
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Light Railway

Before World War II, there was a railway in Okinawa Prefecture. Operated by
the prefecture, the Okinawa Prefectural Railroad had a train in operation from
1914 up to 1945. Compared to other prefectures' railroads, it was a light rail-
way of small scale that was familiarly surnamed by local folks "Kebin."

The first line was the Yonabaru line opened in 1914, running from Naha, Koha-
gura, Madanbashi, Kokuba, Ichi-nichi-bashi, Haebaru, Miyahira, Osato and
Yonabaru. The line was 9.76 km long. Following in 1922, the 22.45 km long
Kadena line was opened to traffic.

Furthermore, in 1923, the 15.1 km long Itoman rail line was established with
stops at the stations of Naha, Kohagura, Kokuba, Tsukazan, Yamagawa, Kyan,
Inamine, Yagibaru, Kochinda, Yonashiro, Takamine, Kanegusuku and Itoman.
Haebaru was connected to two of the three routes, with 6 of the 22 stations lo-
cated in the municipality, explaining that Haebaru was an important traffic re-
lated location in southern Okinawa. In 1945, the serene scenery that saw
"Kebin" running through our garden city was destroyed during the Battle of
Okinawa.
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Exchanges with Emigrants

Prior to World War II, many from Haebaru emigrated to Hawaii, the mainland Uni-
ted States of America, Brazil, Peru, Argentine, the Philippines, the former Japanese
possessions in the South Pacific and former Manchuria (North East China). Many
others went to work in the Kansai region, especially in Osaka. After the war, a small
minority moved to Bolivia and Canada. While emigrants to the Japanese colonies
that were the Philippines, former South Pacific Japanese possessions and former
Manchuria were evacuated, exchanges with others regions are still ongoing. In Ha-
waii, townspeople association families welcome junior and senior high schools stu-
dents for home stay programs (Haebaru Town Youth International Exchange). In
Osaka, exchange activities were held between townspeople association and elemen-
tary schools (Haebaru Town Children Peace Learning Exchange Project). And each
year, second and third-generation youth from South America make it to Haebaru to
study Japanese (Haebaru Town Emigrant Descent Studying Program).

In addition, the "Haisai! Worldwide Haebaru People" exhibition and a welcoming re-
ception were held to deepen our relations during the "World Wide Uchinanchu Fes-
tival" held in 2001. And as an informative, the town's brochure "Haebaru" is also
sent to townspeople associations' members in Brazil and Osaka, keeping alive the
link with the hometown.
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Pioneers of Haebaru Town
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Who was "Tobi Asato?" :
Three men are brought to mind when mentioningflobi
Asato" or flyer Asato: Shuto Asato (1748-1799), Shuto
Asato (1765-1823) and Shusho Asato (17797-1867), but
most likely it refers to Shuto Asato (1748-1799).

Asato
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was a pyrotechnician that servediiniShuri®Hcpwasy 1 o

also a famous fireworks master who officiated fin -
During royal family banquets, it is said{thatjhchwasyablcy
to create splendid fireworks allowing the {ﬂmﬂﬁm@j’
"Pine, Bamboo and Plum," symbolsfoi#happincss$io)

float in the air.
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What type of plane did he use?

After studying birds, "Tobi Asato" built a plane using elas-
VStic arches, settingaip stretening wings like those of birds on

top of an arch, wings that were activated by flapping his

feet up and down.

It 1s said that for his first flight; he was.ableto. fly high'm

the air, rapidly increasing his altitude:"His:wite; trightened

by her husband's security-tope length-diminishing;stidden-

ly pulled the rope and:thus destabilized.the.plane. Losing

his balanee;Asato fell at-high Speed-to finish-his-firstlyihgi+

‘experience; landing in-the Kitchen of-his:-own house. -
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ver to have flown

and the West, flying free as a

s been man's dream. 200 years

arknown as "Tobi Asato" accompli-

shed this for the first time in the district of

Tsukazan. He is said to have flown from

where the actual Tsukazan Elementary School

stands to Tsukazan Public Hall, a distance cov-

ering some 150-200 meters. That was 116
years before the Wright brothers.
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Many people are the pride of Haebaru : Tobi Asato, the first man to have ever flown, the father of Ultraman, and all the ones that are active overseas...
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Since old times, Haebaru seems to be a town
giving birth to many geniuses!
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The village shisa

When passing through Motobu square and going all the way up,
you will see a district shisa, or lion-dog statue. On the side of the
main road, the shisa is situated in a rough field. Youth of the vil-
lage got together one day. "At night, let's bet by putting a bandage
on our eyes and see who will be able to reach the shisa first."

The wise man suffering from eye pain secretly got out of his
house during daytime, calculated how many steps he would need
to reach the goal, and got ready at nighttime. At the spot, he star-
ted the game and was the first to reach the statue, therefore win-
ning the bet.
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FALBRPOELSAINLEBREDLVDEN. ZDF  The bowl of somin

Eehrlehro ﬁn E\% o= A A long time ago, in the Haebaru district of Motobu, lived
a wise man. However, he had a severe eye disease and

»38. N D % 'ﬁ 50 % FoTwaEI At was therefore unable to open his eyes. Of course the daz-
FTHoT. % _GF =51z, rg- bl —3> __mﬁ,{ zling sun was too much to cope with, so he was always

walking face down. To many, his cleverness was doubt-

BILNTEEAPIEE VA TBL, %-ﬁ"—f': 5 &, ful, but he was in fact a very clever person.
r__m &b A B ?ﬁﬁ (:’ﬁ"{ bhads e ErizlEL One day he went to a spot where youth of the village

l ¥ ) i} were gathering. There he asked them if they would be
IREZLETZENALCRBFZLELEI . B LEARENL able to eat a bowl of somin (local noodles). The youth

& . oo o= A z 5 - s 7 . £ answered back mockingly that one bowl wouldn't be a
POLBBEGEMRTCNRRBILYTELES, problem. "Well, let's gamble. If you can't finish your

PR ERALICHEZESFLIILEIRETH BE, YV — bowl, you owe me a bottle of liquor. On the other hand,

S g if you can eat everything, I will treat you all with liquor."
Ry m% ERY *t‘ DTH 3, The deal was set, no time was lost and the wise man

BENLEY IR .FAPRZBEZATCTC.EHIE Em;lghtabﬂwlfofnﬁodles-h 9 bR A
o By A, : % e nfortunately for the youth, the noodle-filled bowl ha
{EAY—-3I22BEO20THB3DT. EILTYH chopsticks vertically inserted on top of it, symbolizing

»ﬁ“/{ = n—f‘ LIALIERLLRIB=242ETEIDIT death. There was no way the youth would ea.t this dish
# LEof and settled to treat the wise man to a bottle of liquor.
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Gambling (Fuka Taira)

In the Kaneshiro district, there was long ago a rice
field of nearly 6600m® named Fuka Taira. Young
villagers used to go there at night to gamble.

"Let's stand a pole in the middle of this rice paddy
and gamble on who will be able to lasso the stick
with a rope without stepping into the rice field!jfE =
Many observers complained that it was too hard to
be realized. A man then stood up announcing "I cane=—=""
do it!"
That was the beginning of the bet. A pole was cen:_—me===
tered in the field as the challenger brought a really f

long rope. With the rope's sliding noose in his hand,
he walked around the field, and after completing his
round started pulling the rope. The circle made by
the rope started to get smaller to finally lasso the
pole. That is how the man won the bet.
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Administration

Nowadays, understanding the complexity of social
matters and the many variations of values, we are
striving to answer every one of our citizens regarding
their needs and demands in various fields. In our
town, we are working so that everyone would be able
to live safe, pleasant and happy lives. In order to ach-
ieve that, the hall counter has been enlarged to more
easily facilitate communication between people, mak-
ing public relations more satisfactory. We strive to
support townspeople's will to communicate, placing
great importance on contacts between one another.
Responding to resident requests, we are promoting
positive management, elaborating on original ideas to
allow flexible and prompt responses.
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Listening to and acting on citizen H /N Ii £ &3
voices at the administrative level % Ay 5 %oEr
The assembly of Haebaru Town is composed of 22 as- = 2 (2

semblymen. Elected as representatives by the towns-
people, they smoothly manage the town administra-
tion, propose and vote on regulations and budgets for
town residents to live in the best conditions. Regular
meetings are open four times a year, with extraordin-
ary meetings held when needed. Also, next to the
main assembly are three standing committees deliber-
ating on "general affairs & finances," "economy &
construction" and "education & public welfare."
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